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Event Statement

T

he United Nations Institute
for Training and Research
(UNITAR) New York Office,
the Global Foundation for

the Performing Arts (GFPA), and the
sponsoring Member States of Costa Rica,
the Republic of Maldives, the Principality
of Monaco, the Sultanate of Oman, the
Republic of Rwanda, and the Republic of
Singapore are pleased to welcome you to
a piano recital titled “Building Resilience
Through Hope”.
UNITAR and GFPA are dedicated to enhancing the mutually beneficial relationship
between the arts and sustainable development capacity building at the United
Nations.
The United Nations continues to mobilize efforts targeting the peace and prosperity
of the planet and its inhabitants. In these efforts, the arts are a transcultural tool in
which to further such goals.
As H.E. Mr. Abdulla Shahid, President of the 76th session of the United Nations
General Assembly, stated: “My presidency will be a presidency of hope. One that looks
to deliver for people, for the planet and for prosperity.” In line with His Excellency’s
mission for his Presidency, this piano recital aims to bolster hopes of recovery from
COVID-19, rebuild sustainability, respond to the needs of the planet, respect the
rights of people, and revitalize the United Nations. This recital honors the work of
the President of the General Assembly, and the diplomatic and UN staff community.
The United Nations family has been working hand in hand with several countries, in
particular those with special situations. UNITAR has reimagined and transformed
available knowledge content platforms to reach those around the world. This recital
will serve to Build Resilience Through Hope, and for this purpose, member states,
the international community, United Nations staff, and civil society reunite here at
Carnegie Hall to celebrate the 76th session of the General Assembly through music.
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RECITAL PROGRAMME

Building Resilience Through Hope
Pianist: Byron Wei-Xin Zhou
December 9th, 2021
7:30 pm, EST
Stern Auditorium / Perelman Stage at Carnegie Hall

Remarks
7:30 – 7:36 p.m.

Introduction
• Mr. Benjamin Woodroffe, President and Chairman
of the Board of the Global Foundation for the
Performing Arts
Welcoming Remarks
• H.E. Mr. Abdulla Shahid, President of the 76th
Session of the United Nations General Assembly

Repertoire
Isaac Albeniz
from Suite Española, Op. 47		
(1864-1909)		
I. Granada

5 min

Tong Sang
(1923-2011)

7 min

Fair Maiden from Afar		

Ludwig van Beethoven Piano Sonata No. 14 in c-sharp minor,
(1770-1827)
Op. 27 No. 2, “Moonlight”
		
Adagio sostenuto
		Allegretto
		
Presto agitato

17 min

Franz Liszt
(1811-1886)

from Années de pèlerinage – Italie, S. 161
V. Sonetto 104 del Petrarca

Frédéric Chopin
(1810-1849)

Polonaise in A-Flat major, Op. 53, “Heroic” 7 min

Intermission						
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4 min

20 min

Repertoire (cont)
Maurice Ravel
(1875-1937)

Jeux d’eau, M. 30			

5 min

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov from Scheherazade, Op.35		
5 min
(1844-1908)
Transcribed by Fritz Kreisler
Arr. by Haoming Yang and
Byron Wei-Xin Zhou
III. The Young Prince and Princess
(Chanson Arabe)
Robert Schumann
Carnaval, Op. 9
28 min
(1810-1856)		
Préambule
		Pierrot
		Arlequin
		
Valse noble
		Eusebius
		Florestan
		Coquette
		
Réplique - Sphinxs
		Papillons
		
A.S.C.H - S.C.H.A (Lettres Dansantes)
		Chiarina
		Chopin
		Estrella
		Reconnaissance
		
Pantalon et Colombine
		
Valse allemande
		Paganini
		Aveu
		Promenade
		Pause
		
Marche des “Davidsbündler”
		
contre les Philistins
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GFPA

About the Artist

Pianist Byron Wei-Xin Zhou
Impressed by the concert, Russell Sherman, the legendary American pianist wrote, “With unflappable poise
Byron performed both the most difficult passages and the poetic interludes in a completely convincing way
that embraced the core of the music and the composer.”
Pianist Byron Wei-Xin Zhou is a conspicuously gifted young musical talent with the virtuosic
approach of the highest caliber suggesting the promise of an international career on a notable
level. After winning the First Prize of the 2007 Virginia Waring International Piano Competition
(originally Joanna Hodges International Piano Competition), Byron began as a concert pianist and
performed over 100 recitals in America, Asia, and Europe - including concert venues in New York,
Boston, San Francisco, Shanghai, Tel-Aviv, and Geneva. His performance has been described as “…
flawless technique and dynamics on a difficult program” by Palm Spring Desert Sun. Earl Wild
said, “I am particularly enamored with the playing of Wei-Xin.” and Maurice Hinson commented,
“Wei-Xin’s performance is simply a miracle.” Byron’s New York debut took place in Times Stage in
2008, under the support of the Clarisse B. Kampel Foundation through the generous donation of
James and Sylvie Cherry.
Other honors Byron has received include: Guest Artist for the Arthur Rubenstein Competition
Festival and the Shanghai World EXPO; Nominee of the American Pianists Awards and Harvard
Musical Association Foote Award; the Gold Medal Award of the 5th Manhattan International
Music Competition among others. Byron has also regularly collaborated with many orchestras for
concerto engagements including Cameristi della Scala and the Kodaly Philharmonic Orchestra.
As a pianist, Byron enjoys sharing his thoughts and views on the musical condition, and spoke for
musicians when he was invited as a panelist for UNITAR’s Music Conference in New York, USA, as
well as the Davos Sub-Forum in Davos, Switzerland.
Born in Shanghai, Byron studied with Mr. Christopher Zhong. After moving to the United States
in 2011, he studied under the tutelage of Ms. Wha Kyung Byun and Mr. Bruce Brubaker at the New
England Conservatory of Music, Mr. Sergey Schepkin at the Carnegie Mellon University, and Ms.
Esther Ning Yau at the Longy School of Music of Bard College.
Byron is currently included on the artist roster of the Global Foundation for the Performing Arts.
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About the Event Partners

UN Photo

Office of the 76th President of the General Assembly

His Excellency Mr. Abdulla Shahid

President of the 76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly

Abdulla Shahid is widely recognized as an exceptional politician and a seasoned diplomat, with a long and
distinguished career serving in both the Government and legislature of Maldives.
Mr. Shahid’s illustrious parliamentary career spanned 25 years, during which time he participated in,
and oversaw, major legislative progress and reform. He was a Member of Parliament for five consecutive
terms, from 1994 to 2018.

UNITAR NYO

Following the adoption of the newly promulgated democratic Constitution in 2008 and the first multiparty parliamentary elections in 2009, Mr. Shahid became the first democratically elected Speaker of the
People’s Majlis in history, in his fourth term as Member of Parliament. As Speaker, he energetically steered
the work of the People’s Majlis and managed to build consensus at a time when Maldives was undergoing a tumultuous period of democratic transition, in an exceedingly polarized political environment. Mr.
Shahid holds a master’s degree in International Relations from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
at Tufts University and completed his undergraduate degree in Political Science and Government at the
University of Canberra.

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

H.E. Mr. Marco Suazo

Head of the UNITAR New York Office

H.E. Mr. Marco Suazo was a career diplomat in the Foreign Service of Honduras where he served in
various positions at the Permanent Mission of Honduras since 1990, representing Honduras in the
Security Council 1995-1996. He served as Deputy Ambassador until August 2015. He presided over the
work of the Second Committee and the First Committee of the General Assembly. Besides being Adviser, at the Department of Economic and Social Affairs UNDESA UN. Mr. Suazo has written two publications, one for the 60th anniversary of the Organization in honor of founder-Honduras under the title
“Nuestra Historia” (Our History); in 2013 he published “We the People” in which through photography,
promotes the values and richness of Honduras and also examines the participation of his country in
the Organization. On the occasion of the 70th anniversary, his excellency prepared his third publication dedicated to the history and documentation of Honduras for the Security Council of the United
Nations under the title “Written Diplomacy”.

Global Foundation for the Performing Arts

Mr. Benjamin Woodroffe
GFPA

President and Chairman of the Board of the Global Foundation for the Performing Arts,
the international body dedicated to supporting artists through education,
mentorship and collaboration.

An experienced Arts Executive in the classical music sector, Benjamin is committed to international
exchange and cultural communication for the development of artists and audiences. An alumnus of
the Asialink Leaders Program presented by the University of Melbourne, he believes strongly in advocating for the impact and importance of culture for a healthy society. Recognised as one of Musical
America’s Top 30 Professionals, Benjamin’s prior roles include Secretary- General of the World Federation of International Music Competitions and General Manager of the Melbourne International
Chamber Music Competition. In addition, he has been honoured to hold Board Membership at the
International Music Council in Paris and Committee Membership at the International Society for the
Performing Arts in New York. Born and raised in Australia, Benjamin resides in Geneva, Switzerland.
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About the Sponsoring Countries’ Representatives
Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Maldives to the
United Nations

UN Photo/Manuel Elias

Permanent Mission of Costa
Rica to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Rodrigo A. Carazo,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Permanent
Representative (DPC: 31 Aug 2018)

H.E. Ms. Thilmeeza Hussain+,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Permanent
Representative (DPC: 21 May 2019)

Among the main objectives of Costa Rican
diplomacy is to assist in building the
necessary worldwide consensus needed to
strengthen international law and uphold
universal values related to peace and
security, democracy and the promotion and
respect of human rights.

In recent years, the Maldives has become
more active and engaged in international
affairs than ever before. Having graduated
from the Least Developed Country category
in 2011, the Maldives has embraced their
“developing country” status and has
committed to meeting its international
obligations and responsibilities. The
Maldives is today a mature country, engaged
with the community of nations, and with a
voice on the world stage.

His Excellency Ambassador Carazo has
wide‑ranging experience in politics,
international relations, business and law.
From 2008 to 2015, he was President of Volta
Asesores S.A., having worked as a business
professional in industry, commerce,
agriculture, tourism and the service sector,
and as a business consultant to international
organizations.
Having earned a bachelor’s degree in
economic and social sciences and a law
degree from the University of Costa Rica,
he also holds a doctorate degree in political
science and international relations from the
University of Geneva.
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Her Excellency Ms. Thilmeeza Hussain
was appointed as the Ambassador of the
Maldives to the United States and the
Permanent Representative of the Maldives
to the United Nations on 18 April 2019 and
assumed work at the Mission on 7 May 2019.
During her tenure as the Deputy Permanent
Representative at the Permanent Mission
of the Maldives to the United Nations, in
New York, she held the Climate Change
and Sustainable Development portfolio. She
also led the work of Commercial Diplomacy
at the Mission and was responsible for
marketing various Maldivian government
investment opportunities in the United
States and Canada.

Permanent Mission of the
Sultanate of Oman to the
United Nations

UN Photo

UN Photo/Rick Bajornas

Permanent Mission of Monaco
to the United Nations

H.E. Ms. Isabelle F. Picco,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Permanent
Representative (DPC: 11 Sep 2009)

H.E, Mr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Permanent
Representative (DPC: 21 Aug 2019)

Monaco’s main areas of focus are the
realization of sustainable development
and eradication of poverty, notably Human
Rights, economic and social development,
protection of the environment, issues
relating to oceans and the law of the sea,
Sport for development and peace and
multilingualism.

The works of the Oman Mission have been
guided by the purposes and principles
enshrined in the United Nations Charter.
Amongst many important shared interests,
the Mission’s platform is to provide
international linkages in the name of peace
and security, to keep economic prosperity
in all the countries around the world, to
advance sustainable development and its
increasing goals, and to uphold human
rights.

Isabelle F. Picco was appointed Permanent
Representative to the United Nations in
September 2009, having served as Deputy
Permanent Representative since 1999. She
joined the Mission at its inception in 1993
when Monaco became a Member of the
United Nations and has been a member of
the official delegation since then. Beginning
her civil service career in 1990, she worked
in the Ministry of Economy, Finance and
Budget, where she was in charge of legal
affairs.
She holds master’s research degrees in
environmental law and international law
from the University of Paris, and also has a
master’s professional degree in law from the
same institution. She is fluent in English,
French, Italian and Spanish. Born in Monaco,
Ms. Picco is a Knight in the Order of SaintCharles and is fluent in four languages:
French, English, Italian and Spanish.

From 2016 until his latest appointment,
Ambassador Al-Hassan served as Acting
Undersecretary for Diplomatic Affairs at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Sultanate
of Oman, Muscat.
A career diplomat, Mr. Al-Hassan, also served
as the Chief of Staff since 2015, and as the
Head of the Minister’s Department between
2012 and 2015, and as the Head of the Office
of Political Analysis in 2012.
In addition, he served as the Sultanate’s
Ambassador to the Russian Federation
from 2009 to 2012, concurrently holding
the position of Non-Resident Ambassador
to Belarus, Ukraine, Armenia and Moldova.
He also held various diplomatic positions,
including the Director of the Minister’s
Cabinet and the Director of Political Affairs.
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Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Singapore to the
United Nations

MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

UN Photo/Mark Garten

Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Rwanda to the
United Nations

H.E. Mrs. Valentine Rugwabiza,
Ambassador, Permanent Representative
(DPC: 11 Nov 2016)

H.E. Mr. Burhan Gafoor,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Permanent
Representative (DPC: 22 Aug 2016)

Since 1994, the Mission has sought to actively
participate in all the UN six committees and
UN subsidiary organs by working closely
with other member states to promote
international co-operation; create and
maintain international peace and security
and achieve sustainable development for all.

Singapore serves as chair of the Forum
for Small States as well as the co-host
for the yearly training for the General
Assembly to new delegates. The mission
supports many UN initiatives including
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, and participates
actively in the ongoing process of UN reform
to ensure that the UN is revitalised to meet
the challenges of the 21st century.

Her Excellency Ambassador Rugwabiza has
worked for more than thirty years on African
and global development issues in both
the corporate and public sectors. She has
been the Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Rwanda to the United Nations
since November 2016. She served as a cabinet
member in the Government of the Republic
of Rwanda from 2013-2016 successively as
a Minister for East African Community
Affairs and as the Chief Executive Officer
of Rwanda Development Board. She was the
first and only ever female appointed to serve
as Deputy Director-General of the World
Trade Organization from 2005-2013.

10

His Excellency has served as Singapore’s
High Commissioner to Australia from 2014.
He also served as the country’s Ambassador
and Chief Negotiator for United Nations
Climate Change Negotiations from 2010 to
2014.
Between 2007 and 2010, he was Singapore’s
Ambassador to France, and from 2004 to
2007 he served as the country’s Permanent
Representative to the United Nations in
Geneva.
Mr. Gafoor holds a Bachelor of Social Science
degree in Political Science from the National
University of Singapore, a master’s in public
administration from the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard University
and a degree in public administration from
the École nationale d’administration in Paris.
Born on 20 October 1965, he is married and
has two sons

About UNITAR and GFPA

THE UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE
New York Office
FOR TRAINING AND RESEARCH
(UNITAR)

THE GLOBAL FOUNDATION
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
(GFPA)

UNITAR is the principal training arm of the
UN system headquartered in Geneva with
Offices in New York (USA), Hiroshima (Japan),
Port Harcourt (Nigeria), and Bonn (Germany).
At the UN Headquarters in New York, the
UNITAR New York has been the gateway
to learning opportunities, with a vision of
providing knowledge “on the UN, by the UN
and for the UN”. It develops and delivers an
average of 30 courses annually to hundreds
of members of the international community
– diplomats, UN staff, and members of
civil society (including NGOs) and the
private sector. Mainly UNITAR benefits the
diplomatic community in New York.

The Global Foundation for the Performing
Arts is an advocacy based, not-for-profit
organization committed to highlighting the
value of the performance sector to policymakers and providing useful information
and links for performers. It is not a member
organization, rather, it works as a platform
for dialogue, connection and education.

Among other things, UNITAR has developed
publication such as “Guidelines for United
Nations Resolutions” or “SDGs Main
Contributions and Challenges”.
UNITAR NYO also developed e-learning
courses such as “ SDGs and the Private Sector”
or Harnessing Climate Change and SDGs”.
UNITAR’s courses focus on:
•

Developing technical knowledge of the
UN system and its functioning such as the
yearly training for the new delegates of
the General Assembly or the Orientation
for new members of The Economic and
Social Council;

•

Building skills that are specific to
multilateral
diplomacy;
and

•

Exchanging information and research
in the form of Conferences (or series
of Conferences) on areas of topical and
immediate interest to negotiators at the
UN.

The mission of the Global Foundation of
the Performing Arts is to provide valuable
artistic education and professional support
in service of those in the performing arts,
while fostering a global community and
enabling cross-cultural exchange.
The Foundation is dedicated to supporting
the performing arts particularly in the
realms of classical music and ballet through
education, mentorship, collaboration and
constructive competition. Young artists
deserve professional guidance from
mature musicians in order to remain true
to their artistic practice. The Foundation
provides advice to artists, competitions
and institutions dedicated to rewarding the
world’s future performers.
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